
Last Journey of Brother James Kimpton FSC, Founder RTU 

Brother James Kimpton, Founder of Reaching the 

Unreached, died peacefully at his home in 

Sirumalar Children’s Village at Reaching the 

Unreached at 8.30 pm local time on 5th October 

2017 after a short illness. His body was brought the 

short distance by ambulance to our Rajagopaln 

Auditorium in RTU’s main campus. It was 

heartening to see all our children, mothers and staff 

members running behind the vehicle lamenting. His 

body was placed in a refrigerated glass coffin and 

candles were lit all around.  

 

 

 

The sad news spread like 

wildfire and within half 

an hour people from all 

the local villages started 

coming with garlands to 

pay homage to him and to 

see him one last time. 

After hearing the news, 

De La Salle Brothers, 

Capuchin Fathers and his 

dear friend, Sr Anastasia 

from Jeevan Jyothi 

Hospice, arrived immediately and prayed for him. After a little discussion, it was decided to have 

the funeral on Saturday 7th October at 4 pm as it is the custom here to hold this within 48 hours. 

They helped our staff to organise the funeral ceremony.  



All the children, mothers and local people prayed 

and sang their sorrows due to his death, singing 

of how they missed our Thatha and saying more 

of his greatness, commitments and 

achievements. Everyone, from the very smallest 

children to local elderly people stayed around his 

body praying for the repose of his soul. Cries of 

Thatha rent the air as a sea of people thronged to 

the auditorium to pay their last respects.  

As a mark of respect, two days of mourning was observed throughout our local villages.  From 

early in the morning on the next day, more people arrived at RTU’s main campus from miles 

around. Our staff enabled the public to pay their last respects to our Brother James one by one until 

the funeral mass on 7th October. Around 100,000 grieving men and women offered a tearful adieu 

to Brother in that time. 15 villagers from our local village, G Kallupatti had their heads fully 

shaved, which is usually done by a son on the death of his father, and came in a procession along 

with their local people with big garlands and a black flag to pay tribute to Brother as per our Indian 

tradition.  

 

Senior staff at RTU held a meeting on the eve of his funeral to plan it and staff members were 

given different responsibilities. We printed 3000 copies of a notice about his life and achievements, 

and distributed it to the people during the funeral.  We displayed photos and banners about his 

activities carried out during the last 42 years here and people admired all his services to the rural 

poor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



People who paid their last respects 

Around 100,000 people paid homage to Brother in the two days before his funeral. For the funeral 

itself, around 6000 people gathered.  In the Auditorium there were around 2000 people, and the 

rest were standing outside. 

Senior figures from all religions, Government officials and local dignitaries came to see Brother 

on the day of his funeral.  These included the Archbishop of Madurai, Fr Antony Pappusamy, the 

Vicar Forene, Fr Xavier of Batlagundu, The Capuchin Provincial, Fr Arumainathan, the Lasalle 

Delegation Superior, Br Joseph Fernando and elders from the Hindu and Muslim communities.  

Of the District officials who came there was Mr V P Jeyaseelan, Sub-Collector in the IAS, (our 

former school student), Mr Baskaran, Superintendent of Police in Theni, Mr Vinoji, Deputy 

Superintendent of Police in Periyakulam, The Thasildar of Periyakulam Taluk with local body 

members and Mr Sivakumar, District Child Protection Unit Probation Officer in Theni. 

 

Among the others there were former MLA’s, Mr Lakshmanan and Mr Lazaar and political people 

from all parties, Ian Brady, Chairman of RTU-UK (who managed to reach us from a flight to 

Madurai from the UK just 45 minutes before the funeral started), and RTU Board and Annual 

General Body Members.  There were also headmasters, teachers and students from 15 local village 

schools and representatives from 99 Government schools in 72 villages in Theni and Dindigul 



Districts who paid homage to Brother. All our former RTU children and Alumni came along with 

their families arriving at RTU on Friday from long distances and stayed in RTU’s campus until 

the funeral.  

 

All our beneficiaries and their families who have benefited from our Housing programme, 

Community Development programmes, Home Support programme, Clinical services, Elderly 

people support programme, Day care centres, Balwadies and schools paid homage to Brother.  

 

 

Local villagers from a 25km radius and their families 

and those living in and around Tamil Nadu heard 

about our Brother’s death and arrived on the last day.  

There were also representatives from other NGOs, 

bank authorities, doctors, nurses, the Madurai and 

Theni Medical college team, local shopkeepers and 

Rotary and Lions Club officials from Theni, Dindigul 

and Madurai Districts.  

 

 

Funeral Mass and Funeral procession: 

Paying homage to Brother stopped at 3.30 pm even though there were still people queueing. As 

per his wishes, his body was placed on a Paadai (a stretcher like structure made of two bamboo 

stems, placed parallel to each other and Thennai Olai, coconut tree leaves, were used to create an 

interlinked mesh like structure to support his body while carrying). This Paadai is the custom here 

for village people and was kept on a big table visible to everyone. 

At 4.00 pm. Br Arockia Doss led the funeral ceremony and co-ordinated it well. Before the funeral 

Mass, Ian Brady, Chairman of RTU in the UK, Dr Devandra Oza, President of RTU, Br Arockia 

Doss, De La Salle Brother, Fr Arumainathan, Capuchin Provincial and Lavanya, one of our 

students, spoke about Brother and their touching experience with him. They shared how Brother 

always interacted with the children in kind ways and the model he left with us to continue his 

mission. They also shared his good qualities and his total commitment. His love and affection for 

the small ones, especially the orphaned and disadvantaged children, was great. The final word they 

said was that Brother was a male Mother Teresa. 

 



The Mass started at 4.30 pm in the presence of Capuchin and other priests, De La Salle Brothers 

and Sisters. Fr Xavier, Fr Arumainathan and Fr Antony Paulsamy, Director of RTU, took the Mass 

followed by the blessing of Brother’s body.  



After the Mass, the funeral procession started from the Auditorium at 5.30 pm to the small 

cemetery at Anbu Illam Children’s Village which is the first Children’s Village that Brother built.  

Anbu Illam means place of love.  Police from Devedanapatti police station were with us to control 

the crowd.  Our Alumni students, as we had planned, carried his body up to RTU’s main gate. All 

our children, mothers, beneficiaries, religious people and other local people walked before the 

body praying for the repose of his soul with a single drum beat. From the main gate to Anbu Illam 

main gate, our staff members carried his body and from Anbu Illam main gate to the burial ground 

De La Salle brothers carried his body.  

 

Last rites of Brother: 



As per his wishes we prepared a 

burial ground for Brother in our 

children’s cemetery in Anbu 

Illam Children’s Village. His 

body was finally brought to Anbu 

Illam cemetery and with our 

Indian tradition we buried him at 

6.30 pm in the presence of all the 

religious people and our children. 

According to his wishes, no 

coffin was used and he was laid 

in the grave like any other poor 

person or child would be in our 

area.  Rituals included the 

placing of water, supplies of rice, 

salt, coconut leaves and brick 

powder, were followed and then 

there was a rain of flower petals 

and Jasmine flowers as per our 

Indian tradition. All came one by 

one offering their final homage to 

Brother by sprinkling rose petals 

on him and his grave was closed 

with sand at 7.45 pm. A simple 

cross was fixed on the ground with his name and candles were lit on both sides. The village people 

themselves made a banners and wall posters expressing their condolences. They were also very 

happy that Brother is buried here in Kallupatti. 

 



Here are pictures of Brother’s grave the following day with the children and mothers.  They will 

always ensure that there are flowers and candles here. 

 

As is our custom, in 

month’s time there 

will be a special 

service for Brother 

on 5th November 

2017 and there will 

be a Holy Mass at 

10.30 am. You are 

most welcome to 

pray for Brother and 

pray to Brother.  The 

5th of every month 

will be a special day 

for RTU. There will 

be some special 

prayer services on 

this day. 

 

 

- by Fr. Antony Paulsamy 


